CRISIS IN VALUES AND CRIMINAL LAW
try to give is that stealing is taking something that actually belongs
to one's self. Considering the extent of opportunities for participation
in communal life for all ages and sexes, this distinction is far from
an illusion.
Even an expert so critical of Soviet achievements as Mr.
Hubbard admitted, shortly before the war, that " very possibly
quite a number of Soviet workers have a genuine feeling of
collective proprietorship in their enterprises V Should not all
this remind us, again with all due reservations, of Plato's " The
best ordered state will be one in which the largest number of
persons use these terms (i.e.,c mine ' and c not mine ',c another's5
and * not another's') in the same sense ",2
In countries which are expected to undergo, in the future,
a process of gradual nationalization of " a limited number of
key industries or services ",3 supplemented by a system of state
supervision of privately owned industries and by growing equali-
zation of incomes,4 the resulting " we "-feeling may also even-
tually lead to a considerable decline of crimes of acquisitiveness,
especially theft. This is probably the only way of how to get
rid of the atmosphere of mistrust in everything, private or public,
that is big and to liquidate stealing as a mass phenomenon.
Such a view, which regards nationalization as a remedy for large-
scale theft, will be severely criticized. People argue, for instance,
that the employees of the London Passenger Transport Board
are no more " socially-minded " than those of a private bus
company.5 Whether, as a statement of facts, this is true we do
not know ; no evidence has so far been produced. In any case,
however, the argument overlooks that to bring about a real
change of basic social attitudes, more is needed than to convert
into Public Utility Companies or the like just a few industries
as lonely islands in an ocean of private enterprise.
It is outside the scope of this book and the province of the
author to express any views about the merits of nationalization
as such. One thing, however, is certain, and it goes right to
the roots of our specific problem : for nationalization and those
other parts of the socialist plan for social reconstruction to have
1 Hubbard, op. cit5 p. 318.
2 Republic, V,  462  (transl. Cornford), quoted by Sir Richard   Livingstone,
Education for a World Adrift, p. 148.
3 Mr. Herbert Morrison, Preface to "Government and Industry" (Fabian Research
Pamphlet No. 83, 1944).
4 See, for example, the correspondence in The Times of Dec. 16 and 21, 1942,
on the inequality of earnings in Soviet Russia,which has occasionally been exaggerated.
5 Elliott Dodds, Let's try Liberalism, p. 14.